To my friends and to all fly fishers who care,

For many years, I have had a dream.  Proposing it over the years to

several fly shops and even a few manufactures, I wound up with a vastly reduced beginning and mostly a polite pat on the head.  Last week, in a brief conversation with John Bailey, I mentioned the dream.  The rest of the day was spent in thinking about it.  Mel Krieger, you are an idiot!!!!

I have been looking at the trees and overlooking the virtually

unlimited forest.  This is not a vision for shops and mfgs who are

looking at "bottom line," it  is only applicable to a national, no an

international organization.  What was I thinking over the years?  The only possible sponsor is my own FFF.

My dream is an FFF International Academy (university, learning center, or whatever) of Fly Fishing.  We have tried to be a museum - failed! At our best, we are completely overshadowed by the American Museum of Fly Fishing and the Catskill Museum.  Conservation- we are a far cry from  Trout Unlimited and a dozen other very effective organizations, certainly so in the eyes of most.

Our focus should, no must, be education - the enhancement and growth of our sport.  This academy can do that.  It can not only be the center of fly casting and fly tying for the U.S. It will be the center of FLY FISHING for the world.  Please hear me out-----------

We will need an additional administrator, as I am aware of all of the excellent directions we are presently committed to.  We need a recognized and respected person-- hopefully a dollar a year man - a Leigh Perkins, Gardener Grant, Dan Clark of Ross Reels, Ron Foster, retired Hodgman owner and, and, and.  We need this kind of man to help organize and raise funds for this project,

COURSES--- I could name hundreds,  from certification tests and classes for guides and casting instructors, to the many casting and tying etc. classes  to a potent KID'S CAMP.  My 15 year old grandson, from a modest family, spent much of the year working weekends to attend a soccer camp in Paraguay.  Twenty American kids went this summer.  Costs---$4,500. We must charge enough for all classes to maintain and eventually profit from this academy. 

INSTRUCTORS -  the best in the WORLD--  many from the US of course, but also from other countries---Lefty Kreh for salt water, Steve Rajeff for analyzing the distance cast, Goren Anderson from Sweden for "Underhand Casting?  Dave Whitlock and Darrel Martin, and Rafael from Spain and Morales from Argentina, Piam from France, Stavmo from Norway--- and, and,  and. They must be well compensated.  The gurus in our sport are vastly OVEREXPOSED AND UNDERPAID !!!!  David Ledbetter, a golfing teacher commands $10,000 per day.  Many others not far behind.  We can convince genuine well known fly fishing leaders to give fewer clinics other than brief demonstrations..  We will soon have top people anxious to do our clinics.

LOCATION --- We must have the finest facilities in the world.  The

Spey-o-rama in San Francisco attracts casters and people from 7 different countries, one of the significant reasons - the best casting ponds probably in the world.  We can do as well or better.  We are presently in good position.  We must ask potential communities for substantial help in both a casting facility and classrooms  -- perhaps land to build our own headquarter and academy needs ------Livingston, Loveland, Denver, Podunk !!!!!

COSTS  -- A good amount for the first few years.  We must get help from our manufacturers.  Their organization  has done a half-assed, almost a laughable job of expanding our sport.  We need money and help to get started. Manufacturers can help in the beginning by offering their personal gurus---- Templefork and Kreh, Loomis and Rajeff, Loop and Goran Anderson, Umpqua and Whitlock and,  and,  and.  We will also get help from individual and corporate donors for this genuine fly fishing center, this concrete proposal- this new facility - this specific direction- this physical site with brass nameplates and kisses from the industry.

This university, this comprehensive library, this complete updated fly fishing equipment, this complete teaching aids of video cameras and the like---- this and more, bringing the best know teachers and experts in the WORLD, would absolutely become the center of fly fishing for the world.

This project would not eliminate the FFF conclaves, it would enhance them. These social gatherings with a few genuine stars and many wanabees "preaching to the choir."  A great training ground for instructors who are  striving for greater recognition and offering Inexpensive instruction for our members.

Yes, a shit disturber, but hopefully a constructive one.  I plan to send this message to everyone I know who cares about our sport. 

I hope you will do the same.

Mel Krieger

