                                          TOM WHITE
THE TEACHER’S TEACHER, THE MASTER’S MASTER

HE TAUGHT IT WELL AND HE TAUGHT IT FASTER.

THE MOST DIFFICULT CASTS, HE ALWAYS LANDED.

WHERE HE WANTED, RIGHT OR LEFT HANDED.

HE MADE IT LOOK EASY, NOT EVEN TRYING,

MADE THE LINE UNROLL, ASIF IT WERE FLYING.

“GOOD STROKES COME EASY”, HE WOULD PLEAD,

“THE SMOOTHER YOU CAST, THE LESS POWER YOU NEED.”

HIS SAYINGS WE QUOTE SO MUCH TODAY.

“WHEN YOU TEACH, USE A BIG CRAYON”, HE’D SAY.

OR, “TIP CAST FOR TARGETS CLOSE BY” OR,

“TELL ME ADVANTAGES; DISADVANTAGES, AND WHY.”

“THE HARDER YOU CAST, THE MORE YOU FAIL,

THE SMOOTHER YOU CAST, THE MORE IT WILL SAIL.”

“IF YOU CAN HEAR THE CAST, TI’S TOO MUCH POWER”

“CAST SLOWER AND SMOOTHER; ENJOY THE HOUR.”

“DON’T MAKE A ROLL CAST – JUST A FORWARD CAST

WITH THE LINE LYING DIFFERENTLY THAN IN THE PAST”

HE WAS YOUR HELPER, HE MADE YOU FEEL,

AT YOUR SIDE WITH HIS ROD AND REEL.

HIS CASTING ADVICE WAS ALWAYS SAGE

TO BE REMEMBERED BY US AS WE AGE.

“LOOK BEHIND YOU WHEN YOU CAST,
BE YOUR OWN BEST TEACHER, AT LAST.”

Bob Andreae, CCI
