AMERICA’S FLY LINES by Victor B. Johnson, Jr.


[GH] From John Field:

Hi Gordy,

Did you enjoy this book on fly lines I recommended? I found that many of the early line manufacturers where here in New England. I guess they figured out how to braid from making rope (and now nuclear submarines) for the Navy.

Good fishing,

John Field






[GH]   John,

I did enjoy it. America's Fly Lines brought back many memories.  Since being born 81 years ago, and in a fly fishing family as a young child, I used bamboo fly rods and dressed (and sometimes shellacked) woven silk fly lines with linen backing called, "cuttyhunk".  Back in the 30's and 40's, we fished the salt water of Long Island with this equipment.  Almost never saw any other fly anglers doing that except for Joe Brooks. 

After WWII, I saw and, along with my father and grandfather, cast with many of the old lines described by Victor.  I was privy to many a spirited and sometimes heated discussion on the topic as we tried these, "new fangled plastic fly lines"..... and, later, had to "unlearn" our diameter based letter designations.  At first, after the AFTMA came up with the wt. based designations which were to match rods of the same number, we figured that would prove to be a flash-in-the-pan gimmick.  How wrong we were.

Of course, AMERICA'S FLY LINES is not to be directly compared to Bruce's MODERN FLY LINES which concentrates on the anatomy and functions of fly lines and their parts and composition.  Bruce tried to be as "generic" as he could to avoid the critics harping on his industry connection as some sort of advertising. He related the varied design parameters of fly lines to performance when casting. *

Victor Johnson, on the other hand, goes much more deeply into the history of fly line development along with descriptions of the various commercially available lines as they appeared on the market. **

I see each book complimenting the other rather than competing.

On braids:  For years, Ashaway and Cortland, later Gudbrod made most of the cores for other companies which used the material to make their own fly lines. 

 Man made fibers starting with rayon and nylon set the stage for a revolution in core development.  DuPont's DACRON came later followed by various co-polymers including ARAMID (KEVLAR) each with its own list of advantages and disadvantages.

Victor includes one fly line made in the mid 50's for Herter's Co. of Waseca, Minn. which wasn't formed by coating over a core, but woven of nylon fine filaments much the same way tapered silk lines had been made.

Back in the 60's, some innovative salt water fly fishermen including Flip Pallot were said to have "made" their own intermediate sink fly lines by laboriously sanding heavy nylon monofilament by hand to form tapers!

 I noted that Victor didn't mention one super problem we had years ago when we tried the "new" SUE BURGESS (Airflo, Ltd.) fly lines in the late 70's or early 80's.  Since they were marketed in the USA, though made in the U.K., he did include them.  They tended to "inch worm" as the coating came loose in small segments from the 18 lb. Kevlar core.  THEN... AFTER MAKING MANY LONG CASTS, THE LINE WOULD BREAK IN MID AIR AND THE END WOULD FLY OFF TO KINGDOM COME !!!

If Victor mentioned the short lived bumpy surfaced "textured" fly lines by Cortland, I missed it.  In theory, they were supposed to perform much like Bruce Richards' textured SHARKSKIN lines by Scientific Anglers .... but they didn't.  The "bumps" were larger, more rounded and didn't have the floating "Lotus effect" of the present day Sharkskins. We joked that it was a fly line, which had contracted the measles.  At one point, a Cortland rep. recommended that we smooth them out by treating them with ARMOR-ALL.  Didn't work.  So we tried soaking them in the stuff. That just ruined the coating, which became mushy and sticky.

Years ago, Lefty Kreh came up with the idea of placing a single smooth "bump" on a fly line at the point that would mark the best place for an "average" caster to hold it for a long cast.  Scientific Anglers made and sold some of them under the model name of, TELECAST.  I don't know if they gave Lefty the credit he deserved for that invention.

The PFLEUGER translucent fly lines wouldn't float. We bought them from Lee Cuddy's shop in Miami. They cast well and didn't come apart, but they, too, would "inchworm".  For about 5 years the company would replace any line we'd send back with that problem.  Then, too, the coating would pull off if you tried to attach a leader butt section with a nail knot.  Many a fisher found that out the hard way.  We used an Albright Special knot, instead. They would take a set, but would iron out when stretched since the nylon mono core would stretch well.

Of course, the lines made with non-stretchable material have to be discarded once having taken a twist.

Lately, I've been doing some experiments with Dyneema.  Almost zero stretch, very supple, abrasion resistant, impervious to many harsh chemicals, sun resistant with no additives, stronger per diameter than steel cable, and (once learned) easy to splice.

I've been told that this material is used as safety tethers for astronauts on their "space walks".  I've used it (1/4 " diameter) to support my brother's outboard skiff from a davit instead of a steel cable.  Won't rust, either.

Many thanks for your recommendation.

*  MODERN FLY LINES, by Bruce Richards, 1994 (Lefty's Little Library).

**  AMERICA'S FLY LINES, By victor Johnson, Jr., 2003.

Best,

Gordy
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