7.)  We have been taught that when Spey casting we are no longer using the method known as "Straight Line Overhead Casting."   Is there any point when making a single spey cast when we do strive for an almost straight line path of the rod tip ?
When using the Shotgun lift.

During the forward cast.
Also, depending on what you consider to be a straight line path, we could say that during part of the sweep previous to anchor setting/D loop formation.
