     HALLOWED GROUND

South Florida, Key West, Miami,

Ten Thousand Islands, Alligator

Alley, Everglades--land of flowing

Water--wildness, ibis, alligators;

Flora and fauna dropped from

Heaven on a clear moonless 

Night--Garden of Eden boiling

And teaming with life;

Breezy land of  unconquered 

Seminole Indian, dress in color

Of rainbow kaleidoscope sun--

Hurricane Cleo and Andrew and

Countless others time over time,

Blowing monsters, fury from

Hell, pushing a wall of water

Over Keys washing people out 

To sea in thirty five,

Native American digging a 

Refuge hole on higher ground,

Lay in it with a top for cover,

Waiting, waiting, waiting, for

Eye and storm to pass, safe at last, 

Every heart needs a place like that!
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