Master Certified Casting Instructor Oral Test

Areas of Knowledge for Master's Oral Examination

1. Knowledge of fly fishing equipment, including fly rods, lines, leaders, flies and miscellaneous items.
2. Knowledge of various fly fishing methods and techniques used in trout fishing, including approach, presentation casts, line handling, hooking, playing and handling fish, and safety considerations.
3. Knowledge of equipment and technique modifications necessary when fishing for other popular species, such as black bass, northern pike, panfish, steelhead, salmon, bonefish and tarpon.
4. Knowledge of angler etiquette in various fishing conditions.
5. Knowledge of casting, including the essential fly casting mechanics as well as style variations of well-publicized casting teachers. A basic understanding of spey casting and overhead casting with a double-handed rod.
The Board of Governor's must be totally satisfied the student is competent in knowledge and teaching skills to receive a passing grade in order to take the performance test.
Passing grade is 85% on oral and 90% on performance test.
MASTER'S TEST

Suggested Oral Questions

Note to examiners: Select as many questions in each topic area as are necessary to determine the candidate's competency. Feel free to ask any other questions as appropriate.

These are only suggestions and examples. Our goal is to determine as best we can, whether or not the candidate has an appropriate knowledge base to be considered a

Master Instructor. Keep your standards high, and probe more deeply if you have any question concerning the candidate's knowledge or ability. The quality of this certification program depends upon it. 
Explain to the candidate that in all cases, the answers to the oral questions should be clear, concise, and as complete as possible.
Casting
1. Describe a sound, basic casting stroke for a cast of moderate distance. Include all important points that are required of a good cast.

2. Describe the mechanics of “shooting” line during a cast.

3. All parts of a casting stroke are important to making a good cast. But, if you had to pick one single point as being the most important, which one would it be and why?

4. Discuss the relationship of the planes of the back cast and forward cast to each other, and also their relationship to the horizon for casts of various distances.

5. Should the casting stroke be modified when casting various size, weights, or air resistance of flies, and if so, how?

6. Describe the casting mechanics which govern the size of the casting loop.

7. Discuss the use of the wrist in casting.

8. Discuss some of the causes of tailing loops. I n your opinion, which is probably the most common casting stroke error that results in a tailing loop?

9. As a good general rule, what controls the action of the fly line? Be as specific as possible.
10. Describe as many different ways as possible to make slack line casts, and tell when you would use each of them in a fishing situation.

11. Describe your method of making positive and negative curve casts.

12. What is your opinion of the doubled haul and its usefulness for the "average" angler?

13. What is/are the primary function(s) of the double haul?

14. In doing a double haul, at what point during the casting stroke, should the hauls be accomplished?

15. How long should the hauls be in a double haul?

16. What modifications of the casting stroke should be made when casting long distances?

17. Some instructors suggest “drifting the rod" during the back cast and forward cast when casting for distance. What is your opinion of this? Why should it be done or not done? If you think drifting the rod is a good idea, describe how you would teach the skill.

18. You sometimes hear about casters who can cast an entire fly line with no more than one or two false casts. How would you accomplish this, and when might it be necessary to use this skill?

19. Discuss various methods of casting in the wind. Consider headwinds, tail winds, winds from the casting side and off-side winds.

20. Discuss the differences between an over-head cast with a two-handed rod and a spey cast with a two-handed rod.

21. Discuss the differences between a "single spey" and a "double spey" cast.

Teaching
1. If you noticed that a student's casting loops were laterally distorted, that is, the top of the loop was not over the bottom of the loop, but was swinging wildly to the side, what errors in the casting stroke would you look for as possible causes of the problem? How would you correct them?

2. What are the typical casting stroke errors which result in a loop that is too wide? How do you instruct someone to tighten their casting loops?
3. What is the most common beginner's problem when making the back cast? How would you correct it?

4. How would you instruct a student to cure tailing loops?

5. Describe your method of teaching a single haul.

6. Describe your method of teaching a double haul.

7. What reasons would you have for teaching the double haul?

8. Discuss how you, as the only instructor, would organize a class of 20 beginning fly casting students, and help them progress to the point where they can false cast, shoot line, and have good control of their casting loops. Consider all aspects of the class including such things as the physical arrangement of the class, our teaching progression, and your teaching style, etc.

9. What have you learned from teaching fly fishing and casting that you would pass on to other instructors to help their teaching?

Tackle
1. Explain why and when it might be advantageous to use a line size either heavier or lighter for a given rod than that suggested by the rod manufacturer.

2. Discuss the care of fly lines.

3. What would be your recommendations for the appropriate use of fly rods in all sizes from #2 through #12.

4. What does it mean to you when you see a fly rod marked for two line sizes, ie. #5-6, #7-8 etc.

5. Do you think that, in general, it is true that a DT line is better for a delicate presentation of the fly than a WF line? Why or why not? Are there any exceptions to what you believe? Explain.
6. To what does the "modulus of graphite" refer to in a graphite rod?

7. Discuss the lines used with two-handed rods.

8. Discuss f ly rod actions. T hen discuss which type of action you believe makes the best all around trout rod for the average fly fisher and why.

9 Do you believe that a rod's action can contribute to tailing loops? If so, how? Do you believe that a rod's action is the primary cause of tailing loops? Why or why not.
10. What do you think are the major advantages (if any) of two-handed and spey rods in certain kinds of fishing.
11. Discuss leader types, design, construction and tapers. How do these things change for different types of fishing?
Fishing
1. Discuss stream etiquette when wading, when drifting a river in a boat, or when float tubing on a lake.
2. Discuss the use of slack line with dry flies, nymphs and streamers in various fishing situations.
3. Explain how to approach and fish a stream you have never fished before, how to select appropriate flies, etc.
4. What advice would you give to a beginning f y fisher concerning how to start an appropriate fly collection?
5. Describe how to hook, land and release a freshwater fish.
6. Why do you "bow" to jumping fish, say a tarpon, for example?
7. What would you try next if you had several obvious "refusals" to your dry fly while trout fishing?
8. Discuss the relationship between water temperature and fishing (for various species). Is the water temperature a significant factor in fishing success, and if so, why?
9. Discuss some of the major differences between trout fishing in a spring creek and a freestone creek.
10. Discuss the similarities and the differences, if any, between largemouth and smallmouth bass fishing. (Water characteristics, techniques, tackle, flies, etc.) How can you tell the difference between a largemouth and a smaIlmouth bass?
11. Discuss northern pike fishing with a fly rod. (Tackle, flies, landing them, removing the hook, holding them, where they're found, fishing techniques, etc.)
12. Discuss fishing for "panfish" with a fly rod. (Tackle, flies, techniques, etc.)

