 


Skiff Fishing
1. Tips for fly fishing from a Saltwater Skiff.


A) What to do before you arrive.



Casting, 



Be able to make:


 
A fly cast to 60- 70 ft.


 Accurately cast to 30, 40, 50, ft




Cast with wind from any direction.



Make a Cast quickly. (Few false cast)


Make a roll cast to 50ft



Make a back cast presentation.



Know your distances. 



Know the Clock Directions.


Double check your equipment.



Reel drag adjustable.


Rod in good Shape no rough guides, reel seat tight



Fly Line no notches, knots, rough spots. Right weight.



Leaders not weather or sun dried Right type.


Personal equipment that you should supply, 



Hat, long billed or Aussie style with tie down



Polarized Glasses, (Brown, amber, grey) personal choice



Shoes for boat deck, (non-marking, no laces)


Sunscreen, Lip balm, (Keep it on you, not the boat)


Long-sleeved shirt and pants. (Sun will burn you as will the wind)


Rain jacket, (Just in case)


Lunch and Drinks. No Glass. (Some guides do supply, Make sure First.)


Compact Bag for your stuff. (Water proof is a good idea)


(DO NOT BRING ANY MORE "STUFF" ON THE SKIFF THAN YOU ARE 


LIKELY TO NEED)


Talking on a Cell Phone is a No-no.
2) You and your Guide


Listen to your Guide. He is the Captain of the ship. YOU have given him the 
responsibility to get you to the Fish and Home SAFTELY. He will do is best to 
do so. 



Note where the fire extinguisher, life jackets and emergency equipment 



is located. 



If you are offered a rod, fly, or advice TAKE IT. (It is not easy to tell 

a customer that his Sage 6 wt will not make the cast today in the wind.)

(If your guide feels confident in staking out on a spot of his choice, don't get 
nervous and suggest moving.  If you do, he'll move alright, and you may miss 
the fish he was waiting for.)



Note where the fire extinguisher, life jackets and emergency equipment 


is located. 


If you move around on the boat do so with care. (If the Guide is on the



Platform your movement can cause him to loose his balance. It also 


makes the boat move sending shock waves out alerting the fish.)


Remember where the guide is when casting YOUR back cast could cause 


problems for him, his pole or motors and others in the boat. Where is 


the equipment stowed, rods nets, gaffs.
3) You on the Casting Deck.


Always watch your slack line, from rod tip to fly and stack your 



shooting line, In a bucket, on the deck. IF in the water, will the 


Electric motor suck it up? Will it catch on a weed?


Stay READY. Fish move fast, conditions change quickly. Stay on High Ready.

Stand back near the back edge of the casting foredeck and dump the line coils 
down behind the angler into the cockpit.



If two of you are fishing together the second person should watch the 


slack on the deck.

 Many casters will remove their shoes so as to not
step on the fly line on the 

 deck.



Drink enough water. (Dehydration can hurt your thinking)



(If you go into the cooler for a drink, ALWAYS offer you guide a drink)

Be familiar with terms of your guide.



 Stripping, (long, short, fast, slow) 

 


(Ask your guide his retrieval methods before you start casting at fish.)

(Constant yakking may distract your guide.  Keep it to a reasonable level.)



Hook setting. (Know what that fish will require, and WHEN)




Drop back, after they turn.




Fast as the pick up the fly.




Hard and several times for a hard mouth like a Tarpon.




Listen to the Guide.

How to fight the fish.


 Drag settings and line control.



Rod positions when fighting.


(Tarpon might be down and dirty. Bonefish might require a high rod 


during the runs.) Pumping and rod control are part of the fighting. 



Lifting from deep water.

When landing.



 Be read for the last minute lunge (break offs)




This is when much is going on. Keep a cool head. 




Watch where you step, Follow what the Guide Says.



End of Day




Ensure all your gear is with you. Double check. 




If you are taking some of the catch home, have a cooler.



Tipping:




Most guides are depending on a tip. It is not required but it is 



accepted as the standard. 15% to 20% of the trip cost is 



normal. 

